Dear friend,

Voice4Change England (V4CE) have just heard we will lose our funding and status as Office for Civil Society Strategic Partners at the end of the month. This means we won’t be able to continue our services as normal. It’s especially worrying because OCS have not chosen one equalities organisations as Strategic Partners. For BME groups, this means they have lost their seat at the top level of policy making.

We really need to act quickly to fight this decision and stand up for the BME voice. We have launched the Big UNFAIR Society petition to mobilise  everyone that recognises the crucial work of BME and other equality led voluntary and community organisations. If you haven’t done already, it would be a huge help if you could sign our petition.  

Other ways you can help:

(1)            E-cascade the attached email out to all your contacts, asking them to sign the petition.

(2)            Post a link to the petition on your website. 

(3)            Follow and support us on twitter. The campaign has the following hashtag: #bigunfairsociety.

(4)            Write to your MP and ask them to support our Early Day Motion against this decision. We will email you soon with more details on this.

(5)            Comment on the campaign article on Third Sector.
Here is what we are asking the Government to do: 

1.    Reinstate Voice4Change England as a strategic partner.

2.    Use the underspend from the Strategic Partners’ Transition Programme to support equality led organisations.

3.    Directly engage equality led organisations in policy development and programme delivery.

On 1 April 2011, equality-led organisations will lose their place at the Office for Civil Society’s key policy-making table. Without representation at a strategic level the voice of BME voluntary and community organisations will be lost. This will have a devastating impact on the disadvantaged communities relying on their support. 

We are asking for you to stand with them for a national voice for disadvantaged BME communities and to put race equality at the heart of Big Society policy development and delivery. 

Thanks very much for your support

Kind regards

 

Ravi Chauhan

BME Compact Officer
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