The Disadvantaged Subsidy Grant

The Disadvantaged Subsidy Grant or ‘Activities for All’ represents a major financial commitment from the Government that will help schools provide and commission activities under the Extended Services Varied Menu of Activities. It is targeted at children and young people, and children in care, who are disadvantaged through their economic circumstances that would otherwise be unable to participate. 
The £265 million funding covers the period 2008 -11 through Pathfinder and Pilot Authorities to the national roll-out in April 2010. Bedford Borough school and cluster representatives attended a launch at Kempston Youth Centre in March. 
The funding is intended to give schools the confidence to focus on providing, through their Extended Services Coordinator, what would most benefit children and young people, not just limited to what they can afford to pay for, with the overall outcome of narrowing the gap in attainment and well-being.
Research has shown that children do better at school and within social peer groups if they can join regular organised activities after school or at weekends. At these activities they have the opportunity to practise a sport, learn a new craft or skill, develop social skills or simply build confidence and self-esteem by having fun with other children and young people. 
The defining criterion for individual’s eligibility within Bedford Borough schools is as follows:
1. Eligible for Free School Meals (FSM)

2.  Young Carers (YC)

3.  Looked after children (LAC)

4.  From families on homeless or overcrowded accommodation  (ACC)

5.  Economically disadvantaged with Special Educational or Additional Needs (SEN)

6.  From English as Additional Language or traveller families (EAL/TRA)

7.  Experiencing difficult family issues (DFI)

8.  Low income families

9.  Family Tax Credit

10.  Children of young parents

11.  Teen parents

12.  Children & young people educated other than at school (medical needs etc)

13.  Refugee or asylum seeker children

14.  Others as specified as discretion of head teachers and relevant agencies (OTH), e.g. families whose circumstance change due to redundancy, bereavement etc.
For further information go to www.tda.gov.uk  and search ‘subsidy grant’
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