Truth about Youth Conference: September 16th 2010

This conference will show case the exciting and innovative ways in which work produced by young people in schools is used to promote positive messages. Using Social Norms Approaches young people are encouraged to make healthy life style choices and correct misperceptions about the numbers of young people engaging in risky behaviours including illegal drugs, alcohol, knife crime, bullying and under age sex.
Findings from an initial pilot project in 2007 investigating if such an approach could be used effectively in schools proved extremely encouraging in contributing to the reduction of teenage pregnancy and other risky behaviours. Evidence from this research around attitudes and perceptions of young people was presented by Andi Whitwham (PSHE Consultant for Bedford Borough) at the 21st Birthday Celebration Conference of the Sex Education Forum on October 23rd 2008.
Further research has been conducted involving cross regional authorities from
Bedford Borough Council, Central Bedfordshire, Birmingham, Norfolk, and Swindon in partnership with Bedfordshire University.
Delegates will also have the opportunity to gain an insight into the use of modern technology in social marketing and share ideas for extending this work into the wider community and beyond. 
Key note speaker: Professor Wesley Perkins of Hobart and William Smith Colleges, New York, leading authority on the social norms approach in schools, colleges and universities and regular speaker at conferences in the UK.
Who should attend: Heads of School Improvement, Commissioners for Young people, Community Safety leads, Youth workers, Connexions, Healthy Schools coordinators, Teenage Pregnancy coordinators, Secondary Schools, Head teachers, PSHE coordinators, PSHE advisors, Anti-bullying coordinators, Police, Alcohol Strategy leads, Youth Offending Service, Police , Health Improvement Specialists , Sexual Health Commissioners, Sexual Health Service leads, Children and young people’s support services, Integrated Youth Support Service, 0-19 services
