Non-Subscribers 
School Fund Finder Newsletter for May 
Welcome to School Fund Finder, a subscription-based package specifically designed to help your school find, apply for, and secure additional funding.

Please read on for:
· Fundraising News

· Fundraising Spotlight: Free Entry to English Heritage
· Cash Grants, Competitions and Awards for Early Years, Schools and Further Education Establishments
Fundraising News

£4 million pound for free nursery places
Fifteen local authorities will benefit from £4 million of government funding to provide free early learning and childcare to the most disadvantaged two-year-olds in their communities.

Funding for phonics teaching to improve reading amongst children
Schools Minister Nick Gibb has announced a matched funding scheme to help primary schools teach systematic synthetic phonics and drive up reading standards.
New bursary scheme announced for 16 to 19 year olds
The Government has announced a new £180 million bursary scheme to help the most vulnerable 16-19 years olds continue in full-time education.
New consultation to investigate fair funding for all schools
Head teachers have welcomed a Government consultation on how school funding can be made fairer.  It seeks the views of parents, teachers, schools, unions and local authorities about the current system, and asks whether a new system would result in a fairer outcome for schools.
Fundraising Spotlight: Free Entry to English Heritage
Did you know that English Heritage offers free admission to all of its historic sites for school and educational groups?

It boasts a portfolio of over 400 historic sites which are open to the public, welcoming over 11 million visitors each year.  Of these visits, 445,000 are taken by educational groups.  You could visit prehistoric sites and Roman towns, medieval castles and abbeys, industrial mills and Victorian houses.  Some are famous names like Stonehenge, Hadrian's Wall, Dover Castle, Kenilworth Castle and Osborne House, whilst others are unspoilt gems set in tranquil locations.  They all provide fantastic opportunities for history teaching and outdoor learning in unique settings.

Teachers and education leaders also qualify for free entry to carry out a planning and familiarisation visit to help you make the most of your trip to an English Heritage site.  Visits are also supported by a wide range of resources, packed full of teaching ideas and activities, which can be used before, during or after your visit.

Organising your free school visit is simple.  To arrange a free planning and familiarisation visit to a site of your choice, or to make a booking for a school group visit, you can book online, post an order form, or telephone the appropriate regional office.  Booking forms and contact details can be found on the English Heritage website.

English Heritage also offers Discovery Visits for £90 per session for up to 30 children, which provide hands-on, site-based activities to inspire learning amongst your educational group.  Please visit the English Heritage website for more information.
Top Grants and Funding Opportunities
For Early Years Settings:  Early years settings and registered charities in Cumbria and North Lancashire can apply for funding for early years work, youth work and family support work, including playschemes and youth clubs.  You can apply for a small grant worth up to £4,000 or a large grant worth over £4,000.

For Primary Schools:  The AstraZeneca Science Teaching Trust welcomes nominations for its Primary Science Teaching Awards 2011.  The awards recognise excellence in primary science teaching.  There are six awards of £1,000 for winning teachers and their schools will receive a cheque for £1,000.
For Secondary Schools:  The Holmes Hines Memorial Fund, administered by the Engineering and Physics Science Research Council, awards grants to schools and other educational establishments in the UK to launch science and engineering projects.  A wide range of are supported, including after-school clubs, events and conferences.
For Further Education Establishments: The Football Foundation’s Building the Game programme gives grants worth up to £20,000 to support football facility projects.  It is suitable for educational establishments, local authorities, registered charities and not for profit organisations.  All projects must demonstrate the support and retention of grassroots football.
Are you interested in applying for a grant?  Please don’t hesitate to contact a member of the School Fund Finder team today on 0845 310 1755 or drop us an email at finder@schoolfund.co.uk 

Subscribe to School Fund Finder and kick start your fundraising:

· Find funds, sponsorship, awards and competitions in our Grant Database

· Use Document Templates to write effective applications and letters

· Get Money Saving Tips and Fundraising Ideas

· Keep up to date with Fundraising News

· Contact our Fundraising Consultants for help and advice.

To subscribe, please complete the order form and return it to us by post or fax.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the team if you would like more information.  You can call us on 0845 310 1755 or email finder@schoolfund.co.uk 

