MARAC referral criteria

Assessed risk level

The ACPO Risk Identification Checklist known as DASH (Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment) is used to assess risk for victims of domestic abuse. If the final score is 14 ticks or more then this would constitute an automatic referral to the MARAC. 

Escalation of violence 

Escalation of violence can be difficult to quantify but for the purposes of the Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire MARACs the following criteria currently apply:

· Three or more incidents of domestic abuse have occurred within the previous 6 months, including one incident in the last month; and 
· The violence is considered to be worsening. 

If a case meets this threshold then it should be referred to the next MARAC. 

Professional Judgement 

The Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire MARACs do not wish to deter any cases which require a referral to the MARAC and the multi-agency support which can be offered there. If a client discloses domestic abuse to any partner agency which does not meet the thresholds as set out above, for either assessed risk level or escalation of violence, they may still be referred to the MARAC if:

· The agency working with the client believes that full disclosure has not been made resulting in a decision being made on limited information; or 
· For some other stated reason the agency believes that a referral to the MARAC is required. 
Referral of repeat MARAC cases

Once a case has been referred to a MARAC it remains flagged as a MARAC case for 12 months from the date of the MARAC meeting which discussed the case. If the case is reviewed during the 12 months then a further 12 months starts at the date of the reviewing MARAC meeting. For example, if a case was referred to the January MARAC it would then be flagged for 12 months from that date. The case was then reviewed at the April MARAC and is flagged for a further 12 months until the April of the following year. 

All MARAC reviews are a consequence of at least one incident being reported to at least one MARAC agency and that the incident involves: 

· Violence or threats of violence; and/or 

· Where there is a pattern of stalking or harassment (the repeated following of communication with or other intrusions on the privacy of a victim) and or 

· Where rape or sexual abuse is disclosed. 
When a case meets the ‘repeat referral’ criteria it is not necessary for it to hit the initial referral criteria, i.e. if a case has been heard at MARAC within the preceding 12 months it does not have to tick 14 ticks on the RIC etc.

N.B. The repeat incident can be flagged by any of the agencies involved in the MARAC. 

Multiple incidents occurring between MARAC meetings only result in one MARAC review. 

It is possible for a case to go to MARAC where there is more than one perpetrator. This is counted as one case and will be reviewed if there are any incidents with any of the named perpetrators. This is due to the fact that the MARAC would count each victim as one. 

The following do not constitute a repeat case: 
• Where a case is reviewed at the MARAC involving the same victim but a different perpetrator or group of perpetrators 

• Where a case is reviewed at the MARAC involving the same perpetrator but a different victim 

• Where an incident not involving criminal behaviour occurs and is therefore not reviewed at MARAC 

• Where the same combination of victim and perpetrator is involved, but being reviewed at a different MARAC (i.e. in another area). This is clearly a repeat incident in human terms, however will not be recorded as such for the purposes of this indicator. 

• Cases which were previously reviewed at the MARAC more than 12 months ago. 

