Working in partnership for the delivery of services for our most vulnerable children & young people is of utmost importance to us. We pride ourselves in the relationships we have developed and our open and transparent dialogue.
We take our corporate parenting role very seriously and the trust we impart to our providers to deliver quality services demonstrates our commitment to our children & young people in Bedford Borough and our commitment to working in partnership.

Nonetheless, I am sure it hasn’t gone unnoticed that the new coalition government is having to make radical changes to funding streams and the way in which it does its business with local authorities and other agencies. Post Baby Peter many local authorities have seen significant increases in the number of looked after children and an increase in demand for high level family support services; this has put increasing pressures on the private sector to continue to provide high quality services for children and families with complex and challenging behaviours. As a local authority we are facing momentous challenges around delivery of services for our most vulnerable children against the backdrop of declining budgets. 

In order for us to continue to provide the level of support that is needed by our most vulnerable children and families whilst meeting the challenge of increasing thresholds and declining budgets, we are undertaking a negotiation exercise with providers, asking them to effect a 10% reduction in fee value.  

We recognise this is a unique situation but without some radical shifts in our financial commitments we will find it increasingly difficult to continue to provide the level of care that’s required. 
Many of you will be receiving letters from us over the coming weeks as we start the negotiation process.  As we move forward into the autumn we will start to develop commissioning intentions and priorities for 2011/12 onwards; part of which will mean that we will be looking to continue talks and negotiations with the voluntary sector and representatives on what this might look like in Bedford Borough. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sharon Simpson

Head of Partnerships & Business Support

sharon/.simpson@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718394
