Children's trusts and government urged to redouble efforts to gather evidence
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Children's trusts and central government must work together to gather evidence on how early intervention can improve outcomes and save money, the outgoing president of the Association of Directors of Children's Services has warned.

Kim Bromley-Derry told CYP Now that the government's early intervention report, designed to provide guidance for children's trusts, only serves as a conversation starter.

"It is a discussion document rather than statutory guidance," he said. "It is making sure it is on everybody's agenda, but I think the real work starts now."
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Bromley-Derry said it was now essential for trusts and government to provide evidence of what forms of early intervention and prevention work the best — something that he said should have been done in the past.

"Lots of places do this work, but the evidence that it makes a difference is very weak. There is a deficit of research in this area. We should have been doing it for the last 20 years, but we haven't. This is giving us a platform to get on with it."

To strengthen the evidence base, the report reveals the Department for Children, Schools and Families is setting up three new research centres on childhood wellbeing, youth transitions and behavioural change.

Children's trust boards have been told to make sure they introduce plans to gather evidence before reorganising existing services or introducing additional programmes.

