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“An [Ofsted] report highlights how the best provision in family learning is boosting the skills, qualifications and confidence of children and adults in England.”

“Family learning, where children and parents engage together in learning sessions, leads to improved communication, confidence and interpersonal skills in children”

 “…family learning can also lead to qualifications and employment for parents and give them the confidence and skills to help their child”

From The Ofsted Report (July 2009) Family Learning: An evaluation of the benefits of family learning for participants, their families and the wider community can be found at www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/080265
Bedfordshire Adult Skills & Community Learning (BASCL)
Bedfordshire Adult Skills & Community Learning works with local communities and partners to promote a range of high quality learning opportunities for adults that support family, employment and improve the quality of life and enhance the character of our communities. The service is part of the Sustainable Communities directorate, hosted by Central Bedfordshire but, as a shared service, delivering learning opportunities to the residents of both Central Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough.

Within Adult and Community Learning, Family Learning aims to widen participation in learning by engaging family adults through activities where parents, carers and children learn together and where parents and carers learn how to support their children’s learning. Family Learning is seen as an effective way of bringing families in to learning. It encourages an interest in learning, builds confidence within and outside the family and gives opportunities to learn new skills which open up possibilities for personal, social, educational and economic progression.

Family Learning makes specific contributions to ‘Every Child Matters’ and ‘Think Family’ outcomes and areas as well as supporting targets in areas relating to children, parents and families through improving skills, raising achievement, building cohesive communities, narrowing the gap, child poverty and early intervention. 

Family Learning Programme Aims

Family Literacy, Language, Numeracy FLLN programmes aim to:
· Improve the literacy, language and numeracy skills of mothers, fathers and carers

· Improve mothers’, fathers’ and carers’ ability to help their children learn

· Improve children’s acquisition of literacy, language and numeracy

Wider Family Learning WFL programmes aim to:
· Develop the skills or knowledge of both the adult and child participants

· Help mothers’, fathers’ and carers’ to be more active in the support of their children’s learning and development and to understand the impact of that support
If you are interested in workshops or courses for family groups you work with or support or if you are supporting a parent who would benefit from the programme please contact:

Mandy Bates
Family Learning Programme Manager

Bedfordshire Adult Skills & Community Learning

Central Bedfordshire Council in Partnership with Bedford Borough Council
Adult Education and Family & Community Learning Office, Redborne Upper School and Community College

Flitwick Road, Ampthill MK45 2NU

Direct dial: 0300 300 6497 |  Email: mandy.bates@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

· The Family Learning programme is universal targeted provision. Priority groups include:
· Family adults (mothers and fathers) who have literacy, numeracy or language needs

· Family adults without formal qualifications or who have not reached level 2

(5 GCSE’s Grade A*-C or equivalent)

· Families at risk of exclusion

· Families in deprived communities

· Families at risk

· Fathers
· Workshops and courses are FREE OF CHARGE to families attending and settings hosting the programme. They are funded by the Skills Funding Agency (SFA).
· Workshops and courses can be delivered in community venues, children’s centres, neighbourhood centre’s, schools, libraries and in any other settings where families get together.

· Within the programme families have the opportunity to enjoy activities and learn together and family adults find out how children learn, how to help with homework and brush up their literacy, language, numeracy and ICT skills so they are better able to support their children’s learning.

· Workshops and courses are delivered by a team of 15 BASCL Family Learning tutors and teachers. Courses are also delivered by a range of commissioned partners from other services and organisations.
· Courses can be preceded by a taster session or workshop to gauge interest and so the course tutor can give parents more information about the course and find out about individual and group needs.
Feedback and Evaluation
When a workshop or course is completed the setting or stakeholder that has hosted the workshop or course will receive an FL33 Family Learning Feedback and Evaluation form. The form will include a workshop or course description, attendance figures, learner feedback and an outline of referrals to other services within BASCL that support learners with further learning and work.

Adult Achievement

Tutors work with each adult learner to produce an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) to recognise and record individual adult and child progress and achievement. On some courses adult learners will also have the opportunity to work towards unit or full accreditation through the Open College Network (OCN) or City & Guilds Skills for Life qualifications at level 1 and level 2.
Information, Advice and Guidance
Tutors use a ‘Moving Forwards’ pack with family adults to provide information and advice to signpost individuals to further learning opportunities. On some courses a BASCL Next Steps careers advisor may visit the group with information, advice and guidance to support progression with further learning or work.  Learners are also referred to our Next Step team at the end of the course if they would like 1:1 information, advice and guidance or support with further learning or work.

Skills for Life
Many workshops and courses are delivered with embedded literacy, numeracy and/or language learning. If learners want to continue to build these skills at the end of the Family Learning course they are referred to the BASCL Skills for Life team where they are signposted and supported into further learning opportunities.

	Title
	Learning Together Literacy (Story Sacks)
	EYFS
	FLLN

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 12 hour course delivered as 1½ hours adult only while children are with play workers then 30 minutes joint adult and child activities.

	Description
	This course gives parents and carers ideas and activities they can use to encourage and support their child’s pre and early reading and literacy skills. They will make their own Story Sack with songs, rhymes, activities and games to keep and use at home.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an OCN Entry Level or Level 1 unit ‘Making and Using Story Sacks for Family Learning’.


	Title
	Learning Together Play & Language
	EYFS
	FLLN

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 12 hour course delivered as 1½ hours adult only while children are with play workers then 30 minutes joint adult and child activities.

	Description
	This course covers the importance of talk, everyday routines, out and about, sharing books and enjoying rhymes. The course includes a Home Time Pack with activities parents can do at home with their child.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an OCN Level 1 unit ‘Developing Skills for Listening to Children’.


	Title
	Learning Together Numeracy
	EYFS
	FLLN

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 12 hour course delivered as 1½ hours adult only while children are with play workers then 30 minutes joint adult and child activities.

	Description
	This course covers ideas for activities for their child that encourage numeracy skills development, the importance of child-led numeracy activities, raising awareness of the range of their child’s numeracy skills and successes, knowledge of ways that numeracy achievement can be recognised and recorded, understanding positive feedback in the development of numeracy skills and facilitating and supporting their child to use numeracy based language as part of every day communication.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an OCN Level 1 unit ‘Working with Your Child to Develop Numeracy Skills’


	Title
	Let’s Start Learning Together
	EYFS
	WFL

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 12 hour course delivered as 2 hour joint adult and child activities supported by an adult tutor and early years practitioners. Sessions can be delivered either weekly or monthly and monthly sessions can be delivered on Saturdays to provide fathers with the opportunity to be involved in supporting their child’s learning through play.

	Description
	Parents find out about the importance of play and how children learn through play as they support and observe their child to explore and play with a range of toys and resources, and join in adult led activities.


	Title
	Family Books
	EYFS
	WFL

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 12 hour course delivered as 1½ hours adult only then 30 minutes joint adult and child activities or as 2 hour joint adult and child activities.

	Description
	An opportunity for parents to use a range of equipment and resources with their children to record topics and activities in a family album and to make other items such as cards and boasting books together that they can take home and keep. In early years settings the course also introduces and supports parents in using Family Books to recognise and record their child(ren)’s learning and achievements through play.


	Title
	Helping Children Read
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	A 2 hour adult only workshop. Crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend.

	Description
	Parents find out how children learn to read at lower school, how phonics is used and ways they can make listening to their child read a rewarding and positive experience for both of them.


	Title
	Keeping Up With The Children Literacy
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Adult only sessions, crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend. A 12 hour course for parents/carers.

	Description
	Parents build skills so they can help their child with reading, writing, spelling and speaking & listening and brush up their own literacy skills as they find out about some of the methods and terms used with children in school. The course includes Home Time activities parents can do with their child.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards Skills for Life City & Guilds Entry Level Literacy accreditation or National Literacy Test Level 1 (GCSE C-D equivalent) or Level 2 (GCSE A*-C equivalent).


	Title
	Family Literacy
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Joint adult and child provision. A 20 hour course for parents/carers and children. Adult only sessions delivered by an adult tutor who also provides separate 1:1 or small group supporting children of parents attending the course.

	Description
	Parents build skills so they can help their child with reading and literacy and brush up their own literacy skills as they find out about some of the methods and terms used with children in school. The tutor (who is QTS) also works 1:1 or with small groups of children helping them with targets set by their class teacher and then feeds back to parents on methods they have used with individual children so they know ways they can support their children.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards Skills for Life City & Guilds Entry Level Literacy accreditation or National Literacy Test Level 1 (GCSE C-D equivalent) or Level 2 (GCSE A*-C equivalent).


	Title
	Helping Children with Maths
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	A 2 hour adult only workshop. Crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend.

	Description
	Parents explore ways to use 100 squares, number lines and simple games so they can help support their child's understanding of number and place value. Parents also explore the language of 2D and 3D shape and experiment with tessellation and symmetry so they can help support their child to develop their understanding of shape.


	Title
	Keeping Up With The Children Numeracy
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Adult only sessions, crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend. A 20 hour course for parents/carers.

	Description
	Parents build skills so they can help their child with maths and brush up their own numeracy skills as they find out about some of the methods and terms used with children in school. The course includes home time activities they can do with their child.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards Skills for Life City & Guilds Entry Level Numeracy accreditation or National Numeracy Test Level 1 (GCSE C-D equivalent) or Level 2 (GCSE A*-C equivalent).


	Title
	Family Numeracy
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Joint adult and child provision. A 20 hour course for parents/carers and children. Adult only sessions delivered by an adult tutor who also provides separate 1:1 or small group supporting children of parents attending the course.

	Description
	Parents build skills so they can help their child with maths and brush up their own numeracy skills as they find out about some of the methods and terms used with children in school. The tutor (who is QTS) also works 1:1 or with small groups of children helping them with targets set by their class teacher and then feeds back to parents on methods they have used with individual children so they know ways they can support their children.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards Skills for Life City & Guilds Entry Level Numeracy accreditation or National Numeracy Test Level 1 (GCSE C-D equivalent) or Level 2 (GCSE A*-C equivalent).


	Title
	Family Money Matters
	EYFS, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Adult only sessions, crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend. A 30 hour course delivered as 10 x 2 hour adult only sessions and home time activities for parents and children to do together.

	Description
	Parents build skills in financial matters to support their family including managing a family budget, understanding pay slips, savings, child trust fund, bargain hunting and sales and talking to children about money. Sessions include Home Time activities they can do with their child to help them develop numeracy and money skills.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an NOCN Entry Level Award in Progression (Introduction to Personal Budgeting and Money Management)


	Title
	Family Finance
	EYFS, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Adult only sessions, crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend. A 54 hour course delivered as 20 x 2 hour adult only sessions and home time activities for parents and children to do together.

	Description
	Parents build skills at level 1 in financial matters to support their family including managing a family budget, understanding pay slips, savings, child trust fund, bargain hunting and sales and talking to children about money. Sessions include Home Time activities they can do with their child to help them develop numeracy and money skills.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an NOCN Level 1 Award in Progression (Personal Budgeting and Money Management, Understanding Your Payslip)


	Title
	KUWC ICT (Spreadsheets, Money and Numbers)
	EYFS, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Adult only sessions, crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend. A 30 hour course delivered as 10 x 2 hour adult only sessions and home time activities for parents and children to do together.

	Description
	Parents build basic ICT skills in using spreadsheets and the internet. Financial capability skills and information are embedded within spreadsheet and internet learning. The course may include a visit by Citizens Advice Bureau to signpost the group to sources of further information, help and support. Sessions include Home Time activities to further build and apply new skills as well as activities parents can do with their child to help them develop numeracy and money skills.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an NOCN Entry Level Award in Progression (Introduction to Personal Budgeting and Money Management)


	Title
	Family ICT
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	WFL

	Structure
	Joint adult and child learning. A 12 hour course for parents/carers and children delivered as 1½ hours adult only then 30 minutes joint adult and child activities.

	Description
	Parents with little or no computer skills learn and explore a range of ICT activities that they can do with their children then spend 30 minutes using a computer with their child. A good opportunity for families with no computer access at home to have supported family time using a computer and the internet.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an NOCN Entry Level Award in Progression (Introduction to Using Word Processing Software and Understanding the Use of Computers for Family Learning)


	Title
	Digital Families
	Reception, KS1, KS2
	FLLN

	Structure
	Adult only sessions, crèche can be provided to enable parents with young children to attend. A 20 hour course for parents/carers.

	Description
	A course for parents to build basic ICT and internet skills. Parents will learn how and where to access information, resources, activities and parenting support online. They will visit the school website and find out about the school virtual learning platform (if available), learn about safe internet use and visit a range of websites. Parents will also use websites to check their own literacy, numeracy and/or language skills and will be signposted or referred to further learning opportunities where appropriate. This course has been introduced to provide an opportunity for parents to build skills in preparation for school online reporting and to support families with the Home Access initiative.

	Accreditation
	Adults can work towards an NOCN Entry Level Award in Progression (Introduction to Using Word Processing Software and Understanding the Use of Computers for Family Learning)


	Title
	Family Art & Craft
	Reception, KS1, KS2, KS3
	WFL

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 12 or 20 hour course delivered as 1½ hours adult only then 30 minutes joint adult and child activities.

	Description
	An opportunity for parents to do a range of arts & crafts activities with their child and learn new skills together. Content varies and can include printing, collage work, painting, modelling, pottery, costume making, batik, jewellery making and paper craft. In Bedford Borough, courses are delivered as local heritage learning in partnership with Bedford Museum and Cecil Higgins Art Gallery. Items from the museum and gallery, linked to local heritage, are brought out to sessions to inspire the families work and the course includes a visit to the gallery where the families work is displayed, families have the opportunity to look around the museum and gallery and also do further activities together.


	Title
	Family Scrapbooking
	Reception, KS1, KS2, KS3
	WFL

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 12 hour course delivered as 1½ hours adult only then 30 minutes joint adult and child activities or as 2 hour joint adult and child activities.

	Description
	An opportunity for parents to use a range of equipment and resources with their children to record topics and activities in a family album and to make other items such as cards and boasting books together that they can take home and keep. In early years settings the course also introduces and supports parents in using Family Books to recognise and record their child(ren)’s learning and achievements through play.


Courses commissioned for 2011-12
	Title
	Family Pottery
	Reception, KS1, KS2, KS3
	WFL

	Structure
	Joint adult and child sessions. A 9 hour course delivered as 1½ hours adult and child activities.

	Description
	An opportunity for parents to learn a range of pottery techniques and make pottery items with their child and learn new skills together. Work will be fired and glazed so families have finished pottery to take home and keep.


	Title
	Family Double Club
	KS3
	WFL

	Organisation
	MK Dons

	Description
	A 30 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	The Magic Key
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	YMCA

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Active Leadership in the Outdoors
	KS1 KS2
	WFL

	Organisation
	Sport Support Services

	Description
	A 20 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Looking at Learning Together
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	Pre-School Learning Alliance

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Play is How I Learn, Play is What I Do
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	Pre-School Learning Alliance

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Natural World
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	Family Groups Bedford

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Natural World (Old MacDonalds Farm)
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	Family Groups Bedford

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Storyland
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	Family Groups Bedford

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Safer Communities
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	Family Groups Bedford

	Description
	A 20 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Enjoy and Achieve
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	Home Start

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Forest School for Parents and Tots
	EYFS
	WFL

	Organisation
	BRCC

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	From Plot to Plate
	KS1 KS2
	WFL

	Organisation
	BRCC

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Story Sacks
	EYFS KS1
	WFL

	Organisation
	Evolve

	Description
	A 12 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Family Literacy 
	KS1 KS2
	WFL

	Organisation
	Evolve

	Description
	A 30 hour joint adult and child course


	Title
	Rocket Science
	KS2
	WFL

	Organisation
	Develop EBP

	Description
	A 20 hour joint adult and child course


More Information about Family Learning

The National Family Learning Network is an alliance of three leading family learning organisations creating a support network for over 9,500 practitioners working with an estimated 5 million families each year. It is the collective platform driving the development, influence and effectiveness of the family learning sector www.familylearningnetwork.com
These organisations form the National Family Learning Network where you’ll find a wide range of information, resources and ideas that support delivery of Family Learning programmes
NIACE The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE) aims to encourage all adults to engage in learning of all kinds. To find out more about family learning visit www.niace.org.uk/development-and-research/programmes-of-work/family-learning
ContinYou uses learning to tackle inequality and build social inclusion. They work to bring new opportunities for learning to people of all ages, especially those who have gained least from formal education and training. To find out more visit www.continyou.org.uk
Campaign for Learning is a national charity working towards social inclusion through learning. The Campaign for Learning works to build motivation, create opportunities and provide support for learning in families www.campaign-for-learning.org.uk/cfl/fl
Feedback from our learners

 “Very well organised, very nice atmosphere without feeling under pressure.”

“A small enough group and friendly environment so I didn’t feel intimidated or unable to ask questions.”

“Fantastic, a great opportunity to spend time with the family learning something new.  A great tutor and lovely ideas.”

“A great treat to be able to do an activity with one child and have the others at home with Dad.”

“Very useful for helping me to support my child with learning at home.  Helped me with things I was unsure about.”

“I decided to come and do this course due to my own 'mental blocks' from school-day maths and also to learn new methods used in school today.  Both aims have been reached.”

 “Keeping Up With The Children ICT was great and fun to do as we worked at our pace.”
“I find Dad & Me excellent for both my children and me.  Working long hours during the week, I have found this brilliant bonding time with the kids.”
“It was great to learn again how to spend valuable time with the children and realise how enjoyable it can be. Brilliant.”
“This course was brilliant - I learnt a lot and feel much more confident and able to help and support my son’s education now. And also to make my life easier and more fun too.”
“Would like to go further on now I found my tutor's style of teaching was fantastic and the things I have learnt stayed with me.”
“I found this course boosted my confidence and I thoroughly enjoyed it.”
“Has encouraged me to do more mental calculations at work rather than just reach for a calculator.”
“I found this course helpful and it’s made parts of maths clearer than it was when I was at school!”
“Very helpful tutor with information for further childcare training.”
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