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Three Year Full Ofsted Inspections of Safeguarding and Looked After Children’s Services.

Briefing Note three 
Children’s Trust arrangements in Bedford Borough
Since 1 April 2009 and the establishment of the Unitary Authority, there have been in place robust working arrangements to develop and maintain Bedford Borough Children’s Trust Board; this has been supported by the development and publication of a Children and Young People’s Plan 2010/13. 

The Government has confirmed its intention to remove the requirement on local authorities to set up children’s trust boards and publish children and young people’s plans.  Statutory guidance on children’s trusts was also withdrawn; yet there is still a duty on us all to work in partnership with professionals in health, youth justice and the police.  

The need for partners to streamline services and work together to reduce duplication is more important than ever.    At the last meeting of Bedford Borough Children’s Trust (3 February 2011), partners around the table agreed overwhelmingly that there is a need and a place for children’s trust arrangements in Bedford Borough.   

There is a duty to work in partnership and we wish to maintain the momentum of the good work and motivation of all concerned by maintaining the Children’s Trust Board. Partners have expressed concern about the duplication of meetings, and in these times of limited resources, we must continue to work smarter.   
The recent and ongoing reforms in health and education, as well as the removal of duties and requirements to have children’s trust boards,  are key drivers in looking at the current format of Bedford Borough Children's Trust and ensuring it is fit for purpose in 2011/12 onwards,  and aims to improve partnership working with schools, colleges and business.   There are plans being developed to change and update governance arrangements and current structure of Bedford Borough Children's Trust in order take into account the introduction of the Health and Wellbeing Boards and the continuing role of the Local Safeguarding Children Board.
These plans and proposed Terms of Reference are being discussed with Members and other key stakeholders in Bedford Borough Children's Trust; once the same has been finalised and proposals agreed these will be shared with all those working with children and young people in Bedford Borough.   In the meantime, if you have any questions on the development or about the role of the children's trust in general, please contact sharon.simpson@bedford.gov.uk 

