TERMS OF REFERENCE - VOCypf VCS YOUTH AGENCY FORUM

Voluntary Organisations Consortium (CYP&F)

Aim:

To provide a coherent and consistent voice for Voluntary and Community sector youth agencies in promoting, supporting and developing good practice within the sector. 

Objectives:

· To establish the forum as a “representational” body of the Voluntary and Community youth sector in Bedfordshire.

· To lobby and act collectively to build the capacity of the VCS youth sector to influence and shape future local and regional developments which may affect young people and their services.

· To advocate with and on behalf of young people engaged with the VCS on key matters that may affect them.

· To advocate on behalf of VCS youth organisations across Bedfordshire and ensure that their views are heard in consultations and discussions concerning young people and service developments.

· To work together with statutory agencies to ensure a varied and attractive provision of services for young people.

· To network, share information and promote best practice and high quality work with young people.

· To support and develop the capacity of the VCS youth sector in the delivery of services to young people.

· To develop policy and practice relevant to the needs of young people and the VCS.

Membership:

Attendance of the forum is open to:

· Representatives from any VCS agency supporting young people predominantly between the ages of 12-19, up to 25 if they have a learning disability or difficulty.

· Representatives of Regional and National Voluntary Youth Organisations working in the Bedfordshire area.

· Statutory organisation attendance is flexible with members attending to update and consult on national and local strategic developments and to exchange information on good practice and service developments.
Chair: Vacant

Meetings:

The VCS Youth Agency Forum will hold a minimum of 4 meetings per year.



Dates of Youth Forum meetings for the rest of this year





Thursday 19th March 1.30pm








(Venues to be confirmed)








