	2nd April 2008
	Counselling Collective Bedfordshire
	

	
	Present

James Dove         Bedford Commissioning Services

Diane                     Relate

Sue                        Open Door

Michele                 Relate

Niell                        Plan B

Kath                        Plan B

Liz Gillespie          Sorted
	

	
	Apologies 

 Jerry                    Open Door
	

	1)
2)

3)
4)
	Brief introduction from James about the commissioning group at this time. 

Reflected on feed back accountability structures last year, he recognized that they lacked specific direction. James felt there were too many gaps, the new development of the feedback sheets and additional data collection was to look at the flow of clients and flag up any blockages of particular client groups. Reponses to this was that two much information was being asked and questions were raised on how the data was going to be used. The need for specific and firmed up data collection with identified reasoning for it’s use. James said this was being worked on he will come back about this later this year.
· Discussion then moved to examining Client Assessment forms, James presented the group with Strengths and Difficulties Sheet, the group feed back was that it was not general enough and the questions were aimed at younger children and possibly more directed at behavioral issues. 
· CORE assessment form used with adult client in the PCT, it can be used at the beginning, the middle and the end of the counselling process.  Issues raised from the group were, some counsellors might view this as interference to the counselling process. It was said this method works well in CBT model. Comments on the content of questions not being appropriate for young people. 
      Diane said she had heard of a teen version she will follow this up.
· Niell and Kath fed back with regards to TOC forms used at Plan B possibility of using something  
Similar. Niell suggested 4-5 main questions with numbers from 1-10for scale process. Generally everyone welcomed the scale idea but felt the need for greater depth of information. The use of Case studies, Counsellor Feedback forms, Client Comment Forms.

Outcome: 
· Liz will find out from Youth Access other data collection processes that are being used through out the country for youth counselling services.
· Diane or Sue to investigate the Teen Core assessment form.

· James will meet with Tim Long and Lee Miller on the way forward for joint commissioning and feedback, reporting and data collection.
· James will be making individual arrangements with each organization over the next few months.

Discussion was generated by the Reference group meeting being held on the 15th April Counselling Services Review. Michele gave a quick run through of the commission bodies over arching and the impact on local organizations. which appears to be more about school counselling services than community generic youth counselling services. Michele suggested that everyone should read through the document and give as much feedback as possible good and bad.
Extended schools was suggested as a reason why the counselling review draught copy was directed on school counselling service, funding for extended schools is expected to be in place in September 2008. School’s will be forming clusters in their areas. The schools in their cluster will form development plans on how they will spend their monies.  Each cluster of schools will be designated coordinator.

· To dates for Extended Schools Launch with David Frazer will be North Beds, Bedford Town Hall 7th May 10-12 and in South Beds, 
· Kingsland Skills and Enterprise Centre May 15th 1.15-3.15. Attendance at these meeting might help in keeping counselling services in the extended schools agenda.
At the last meeting the group decided to map the geographic locations of the known counselling service across Bedfordshire, Michele presented the group with three versions of maps. It was suggested that although they were good we needed more in depth maps with clearer break down of geographical areas.

Michele and Liz will enquire at South and Mid Beds.
Next Meeting Thursday 1st May at St Cluthbert’s & Grove Place Bedford 9. 30 – 12.30

	


