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Dear Wendi,

Thank you for your work on behalf of the Voluntary Organisations working with children, young people and their families.  We are very pleased to see the current commissioning model for the delivery of children’s services being adopted by the two new unitary authorities.  There are however a number of issues which are causing the sector concern.

1. Whilst we appreciate your endeavours on behalf of the sector to negotiate the roll over for a further year, of contracts which expire on 31 March 09, currently the sector has received no formal legal documentation to confirm this position.

The implications for organisations that may have to lay off staff if contracts are not renewed are considerable.  Staff will be on varying contracts of notice and in some cases if the local authority contract were not to be renewed this period of notice should have already begun.

Organisations feel very strongly that they need written notification of contract roll over now, with the understanding that there will be a comprehensive review during 2009 -10.

2. Assuming the continuation of contracts for the next year, there is concern regarding the funding mechanism and the % split for contracts that are countywide.  Will the contract payment process remain the same for voluntary organisations and what will be the % that each unitary authority will be contributing to the contract total?

3. In a number of contracts the geographic configuration of services and associated costs of service delivery for the new unitary areas may not match the disaggregated % contract funding split.  This may mean, for some contracts, the local authority may be paying for services that are not being delivered in its unitary area or that an expectation to reconfigure services is placed on the organisation.  Reconfiguration may involve a risk, in that in many cases services are presently delivered in areas of highest need.  In these cases the voluntary organisations are anxious to make sure there is a move towards a position where the local authorities are paying for the delivery of services at levels which support the most vulnerable and a cost cutting service reduction does not take place during the review stage. To prevent this, the voluntary sector needs to be involved at service mapping, service design, specification and delivery of these services.

4. VOC is aware that the Bedfordshire and Luton Compact Funding and Procurement Code has been recently adopted and that both sectors are now committed to adhere to the additional ‘principals’ contained. We want to make sure we deliver our responsibilities and similarly are interested in supporting ‘Compact Compliant’ procurement and commissioning. VOC would like to join any existing working groups to ensure this Code is embedded in all practice.

5.  VOC is also concerned that the Authorities maintain their grant levels to the sector, especially grants for ‘one off projects’ that lead to and support innovation or meet identified needs of a more immediate nature. We are aware that many of our services fall under Part B and that as such there is no legal requirement to bring these to the market through open and competitive tendering. We therefore hope that the choice of procurement method will be appropriate and take into consideration likely impact on the Local LAA targets (NI6 and NI7) relating to the vibrancy of our sector (economic and social regeneration) and volunteering levels.  

Thank you for the opportunity to present the concerns for the CYP&F voluntary sector.

Yours sincerely

Signed by:

Michele Flynn


Linda Bulled


Janice Scott

Chair



Officer



Voluntary Sector Development Officer
on behalf of the Voluntary Organisations Consortium
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